Research and Projects

International Student Visit and Cultural Exchange Program.

History Department participated in fieldwork in Malabar along with the scholars Prof. Amy
Catlin-Jairazbhoy of UCLA, Prof. Samuel Mark Anderson of New York University, Abu Dhabi,
and Mr. Rolf Killius, a curator and ethnomusicologist based in London. As a part of study abroad
cultural exchange program of New York University, History department arranged extensive
cultural interaction with foreign students from 13 different countries with the Mappila
community, to provide a sense of importance for their traditional songs and performing arts. This
visit of foreign students was the first experience for the college and many mappila village
community near to the college. Due to this participational approach, the students learned a few
Mappila songs and performed a few steps of the Mappila stick dance within a short time. Though
the cultural interaction lasted only for seven days, its impact becomes long-lasting. Through this
program, department attracted the attention of many Mappila poets. We also succeeded in
disseminating historical ideas to the village community to realize the richness of their songs and
performing arts. Now prominent Mappila families are ready to provide all types of voluntary
support for the department project and the establishment of a scientific study center for their
own. History department has now become a hub for many researchers and scholars around the
world.
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Mr. Rolf Killius, Ethnomusicologist, Germany.

Recently, ethnomusicologist Rolf Killius and our department completed a major project
supported by AramcoWorld with the title “Mappila Rhythms, Monsoon Connections.” We
subsequently published an article in the AramcoWorld Magazine on July/August 2020 to
increase cross-cultural understanding by broadening knowledge of the histories and cultures of
the Arab and Muslim worlds and their interconnections with Malabar Coast, past and present.
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 Such mixtures of musical sounds can at times seem to infuse
the very landscape in this village and throughout Kerala,
reaching 600 kilometers up India’s west coast nearly from the
subcontinent’s southern tip. Renowned for its coastal, beach
atmosphere, plush greenery and abundant rivers, it is also one

20 AramcoWorld

Prof. Lauren Minskv, Prof. Eric Staples, University of New York

Prof. Lauren Minsky, Prof. Eric Staples and graduate students of University of New York visited
our campus and the department as a part of study abroad cultural exchange program. Campus
visit of New York University (Abu Dhabi) Students as a part of J-Term study abroad program
in Kerala with Professor Samuel Mark Anderson (NYU, Abu Dhabi) and Neelima
Jaychandran (Pennsylvania State University) also visited and interacted with the students.

COMPLETED PROJECTS



1. "Mappila Rhythms, Monsoon Connections." Study and Documentation of Mappila Songs
and Performing Arts of Malabar in 2019-20, Funded by the AramcoWorld, with Rolf Killius,
Curator for Brent Museum, London and Non-European Musical Instruments,musical Instrument
Museum Markneukirchen,Germany.

2. "Kattupattu: the Love Letter Songs of Kerala", The Letter Songs of Mappilas and the
Psychological Impact of the Gulf Migration' in 2019, with Sebastien Castlier, France, Reporter
from the Middle East, The National News, Art, and Culture.

ONGOING PROJECTS

1. Ongoing restudy projects, ‘Prof. Arnold Bake’s Documentation and Recordings of
Malabar in 1938’with Professor Amy Catalin Jairazboy, University of California, New York.

2. Project Assistant, The world and Traditional Music Section of British Library funded
project in Northern Kerala and the Lakshadweep with Rolf Killius as principal investigator,
Curator for Brent Museum, London and Non-European Musical Instruments, musical Instrument
Museum.
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